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no limit has been imposed, a change in the rate of cess will
need the sanction of outside authority. Very important also
for the future development of local self-government is the
decision of the Government of India that if a municipal or rural
"board has> to pay for any service, it should control it. If a
board has to provide, for instance, for civil works or medical
relief, subject to such general principles as Government may
prescribe, it is to have real control ,over the funds provided,
and not to be harassed by the constant dictation of Government
departments in matters of detail. Municipalities and local
boards, in pursuance of the same policy, are to be allowed a
free hand with regard to their budget. The system of requiring
local bodies to devote a fixed portion of their revenue to parti-
cular objects of expenditure is to be abolished, as unduly limiting
their freedom of action. Similarly also the degree of outside
control over municipal establishments is to be relaxed; but
appointments of certain municipal officers should receive
Government sanction, and the same sanction should be required
for any alteration in the emoluments of the posts and for the
appointment and dismissal of incumbents. As part of the plan
of strengthening the control of local bodies over their establish-
ments, and of securing their more satisfactory working, it is
suggested for the consideration of the provincial governments
that a central body should be constituted to co-ordinate the
experience of the local bodies, and to provide improved control
and guidance by entertaining expert inspecting establishments.
It is hoped that by the adoption of the lines laid down in
this   resolution,   substantial   advances
Future Advances.         may  be  ma(k  ^ ^  direction  of  a
more ^liberal form of local self-government. The duties of
local bodies cover nicst of the activities upon which the essential
welfare of the country depends. In the development of their
interests and the expansion of their responsibilities, the self-
government of the country will secure a real and important
advance. It is on the experience to be gained in the adminis-
tration of local civic affairs that the country must to a large
degree rely for the increase of its self-dependence in the higher
spheres of government.